
conference in Nairobi. They visited a 

zoo, took swimming lessons and have 

experienced a world much larger 

than small villages!  

We have great joy in Angelina’s 

graduation from cosmetology school, 

as well as two of our moms learning 

to read and write for the first time. 

August saw a successful family day 

of 150 visitors hosted by the girls. 

From first water balloon fights to 

first rides in an elevator, these 

amazing young women have 

stretched to new horizons. 

Our Imara family boasts the most 

adorable children in Kenya! Our first 

set of twins were born, three babies 

learned to walk, Caleb started 

school and learned to wash the car! 

With the boys out numbering the 

girls ten to five, it’s a house full of 

noisy children experiencing a 

healthy, wonderful life. 

So much of this year’s growth has 

come with your help! With your 

generous support we can only 

dream of the impact you have made 

on the future for these young women 

and their children. With your 

participation, our golf tournament 

saw the excitement of a winning hole 

in one as well as $35,000 in 

donations. Our recent Gala also 

raised over $65,000. Your part in 

Imara’s story is deeply appreciated! 

By Trudy Burda 

2019 has been an amazing year, 

full of growth and expansion! A 

year of seven babies safely 

delivered to six young moms and 

our first mom to experience the joy 

of graduation. 

The Imara Village property grew 

its first harvest of fruit from trees 

planted a few years ago. A Kai 

apple hedge was planted as well 

as a half acre of kale, tomatoes 

and spinach to supply fresh 

vegetables to the Imara House. 

Being a good neighbor also meant 

sharing water from our well during 

the drought season.   

With our increasing number of 

moms and babies, we grew our 

staff with the addition of 3 new 

matrons. For the first time, we had 

an all-staff retreat, encouraging 

new ideas, training on dealing 

with trauma and the importance of 

attachment and building a 

stronger staff community. We have 

opened an off-campus Skills 

Center for sewing, cosmetology 

and cooking which also includes an 

area for mission teams to stay. 

Our fifteen girls have been 

blessed with new learning and 

growing experiences from school 

to life lessons. In September, the 

girls began attending the 

Hampton School, which broadened 

their school curriculum as well as 

allowed them to be in the same 

school with their children. In the fall 

of 2020, they will be able to take 

the Kenyan exams. The girls 

participated within their own 

community at a 10K walkathon for 

palliative care, volunteered at 

VBS and attended a Bible 
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Are you longing to be part of Imara’s 

story by serving at our mission in 

Nanyuki, Kenya?  

Join us on one of our mission trips. 

Here are the mission dates for 2020: 

March 21-April 4 

August 8-22 

September 26-October 10 

Contact Kristine Michael at 

kemichael@comcast.net for  

more information. 

offered to those families and 

increase Imara’s physical footprint. 

Key accomplishments include: 

• An average of one new mom 

added every six weeks in 2019. 

• The lease of additional space to 

house Imara’s Skills Center, where 

the young women of Imara learn 

vocational skills that will allow them 

to support themselves and their 

children upon graduation. 

2019 was a year of change and 

growth for Imara. Change, in that 

the composition of Imara’s Board of 

Directors transformed as new 

members were welcomed while 

several founding members reached 

the limit of their terms as specified 

in Imara’s charter. Growth, based 

on the foundation established by 

Imara’s founding leadership, has 

allowed Imara to significantly 

expand the number of families 

served, expand the opportunities 

By Pete Thorp 

At this time of year, we often pause 

to reflect on the past 12 months and 

things for which we are grateful. I 

am grateful for your support of 

Imara through your prayers, time 

and treasure. From the Board of 

Directors, thank you for all you 

have done this year to positively 

impact the lives of young women 

and their children half way around 

the world. 

• The establishment of a relationship 

with The Hampton School where, in 

addition to an academic education, 

school-aged Imara residents interact 

and form relationships with other 

children in the community. 

• Acquisition of a bus, which 

dramatically reduces ongoing 

transportation costs. 

I couldn’t be more proud of Carol 

and her staff for the growth and 

positive strides made in 2019! 
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Merry Christmas from the Imara International Family!  

By Carol Erickson 

mechanical fixes and the hiring of 

a qualified bus driver, this bus will 

meet Imara’s need and budget. 

Watch out Kenya, here comes 

Imara! 

the transportation needed to 

go just about anywhere. The 

moms have a list of all the 

places a bus could take them, 

first of which is the town AND 

beach of Mombasa.  

Thanks goes to a generous sup-

porter, whose Gala gift made it 

possible to purchase a used thirty-

three passenger bus! With a few 

Attending a new school means 

new needs, one of which was 

transportation for our growing 

number of girls. The first day of 

school proved the point with a 

breakdown of the girls’ ride. 

T h e  Wh e e l s  o n  t h e  Bu s  G o  Ro u n d  an d  Ro u n d  

Good attitudes as well as strong 

backs got the girls there! Because 

of the $25-per-day-five-days-a-

week cost for school, other trips 

to church, the Skill Center, swim-

ming, doctor appointments, and 

various needs of a family of 

30+, it was time to take a hard 

look at the budget and consider 

purchasing a bus. 

When the bus arrived at Imara, it 

was met with laughter and danc-

ing. The moms began chanting 

“Bus yetu, bus yetu!” (our bus, our 

bus). Not only did the arrival of 

the bus spur on singing but 

dreaming as well. Imara now has 

For those who cannot go home, 

we will celebrate at Imara with 

special activities and outings. They 

will spend Christmas Eve at my 

house so they can wake up on 

Christmas morning to see if Santa 

Claus does indeed exist.  

Just after the first of the year, 

everyone will come back for the 

start of the 2020 school year. It is 

in early January that we will have 

the Imara family Christmas with 

presents and their favorite 

their lives and the lives of their 

children. What an honor and a 

gift! 

I am often asked what Christmas 

looks like at Imara. The moms and 

kids get out of school in 

November and most will go home 

to be with families in mid-

December. Before everyone 

leaves, we decorate the house 

and the Christmas tree. The kids 

are particularly fond of making 

paper chains and putting them up 

everywhere! 

Words can not begin to express 

my gratitude for the amazing 

support Imara International has 

received over the last year. Your 

love and care for the moms and 

children has enabled us to 

continue to live in to all that God 

is calling us to do at Imara.  

Over the last year, I have been 

reminded of the great 

responsibility we have to each of 

the moms and kids. They are 

young and have trusted us with 

 Christmas foods (meat, lots of 

meat—preferably goat). 

As I look back on 2019, I am filled 

with gratitude for all that God has 

done and look to 2020 with great 

anticipation. 

Christmas blessings to you and  

your families. Thank you for 

journeying with us; we are glad 

you are part of the Imara Family.  

Watch for pictures on Facebook 

and Instagram to see the Imara 

Christmas celebrations!  

 


